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Elephant Lifestyle of Ban Thaklang Elephant Study Center
Tambon Krapho, Tha Toom District, Surin Province, Thailand
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Abstract

This research studied elephant lifestyle and elephant lifestyle problems in the Elephant
Study Center, Tambon Krapho, Tha Toom District, Surin Province, Thailand. The target group
consisted of 1 monk, 4 expert mahouts, 2 mahouts, and a coordinator in Elephant Study
Center. Data was collected by snowball sampling interview and participatory observation.
Analysis of content was by content analysis and triangulation.

The results were as follows:

1. Elephant lifestyle at Ban Taklang Elephant Study Center. There were 78 elephants
in total, some live in Ban Thakrang, Ban Thamung and Ban Jinda, living with a mahout. EI-
ephants that live in the Elephant Study Center are elephants living in Surin Province only. Each
elephants rope is allocated 2 rai of land for planting. In the daytime, elephants will receive
limited food. That the Elephant Study Center is in Surin at night, the elephant will eat all night
until 5 am. Elephants will be trained to perform at the Elephant Study Center starting from the
age of 8 to 9 months, with a two-month training period. There are 3 types of elephants in
the Elephant Study Center, special elephants, show elephants and taxi elephants. Elephants
work from 08:00 to 16:30. Elephants will are examined three times a week by a veterinarian
at the National Institute of Health and Elephant Services. Surin province Livestock Department
and the health of the elephants is checked every second week of the month by Mr.Alonggon
Mahunnoom, a veterinarian. Blood tests are taken. Known diseases of elephants include
diphtheria, tuberculosis, intestinal inflammation and parasitic diseases. When an elephant
dies, it is buried nearby. Small elephants are buried at the elephant’s graveyard or buried
in a home that owns elephants. The bone remains for the buried elephant are dug up after
about 2 - 6 years. Some of them are not sold at the burial mall at the elephant graveyard.

2. Elephant lifestyle problems of Ban Taklang Elephant Study Center include, living
and working conditions, insufficient power supply, power failure water shortage resulting in
grass not being grown to feed the elephants and elephant baths being a long
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Distance away. Finances available to support the elephants are relatively low and
there is not enough for elephant feeding each day. There is a need to buy food from the

outside. Changing the elephant’s monthly budget is delayed and the mahout borrows money

to buy food for elephants.

Keywords: Elephant lifestyle, elephant study center, special elephant, taxi elephant, elephant
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