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Abstract

The objectives of this study were: 1) to investigate the levels of resilience and
risk behaviors of junior high school students ; 2) to compare the levels of resilience and
risk behaviors of junior high school students by their gender and study levels ; and 3) to
investigate the canonical correlation between the resilience and risk behaviors of junior
high school students under the Secondary Educational Service Area Office 31, Nakhon
Ratchasima. The study samples were 638 junior high school students under the Secondary
Educational Service Area Office 31, Nakhon Ratchasima who were studying in semester
2 of academic year 2016, obtained by using the stratified random sampling method. The
data collection tools included a resilience questionnaire and a risk behavior questionnaire
which contained 70 items in total. The statistics used for comparing the resilience and risk
behaviors included t-test (comparing between students with different sex), one-way ANOVA
(comparing among students with different study levels), and the Scheffe’ test for all possible
comparison. Statistics used for testing correlation between resilience and risk behaviors was
the Pearson’s product moment correlation coefficient and the canonical correlation analysis
for significance and weight of canonical correlation. The study revealed the following resullts.

1. The students’ overall resilience was at the ‘high’ level. The overall risk behavior
was at the ‘low’ level.

2. The overall resilience of male students and that of female students were at the
‘high’ level, with the female having higher averaged scores of resilience than the male. The
overall resilience of the junior high school students was at the ‘high’ level ; the 2™ year
junior high school student had highest mean score. The overall risk behaviors of male and
female students were at the ‘low’ level, with the male having higher scores than the female.
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The comparison of the risk behavior by gender, overall and by issues, revealed significant
differences at the 0.1 significance level. The overall risk behavior of the junior high school
students was at the ‘low’ level, with the 1st year students having the highest average score.

3. The internal and between resilience aspects and the Pearson’s correlation
coefficient between each dimension of risk behaviors were positively correlated at the .01
significance level. The correlation coefficients between each aspect of the resilience and the
risk behavior were all in negative correlation at the .01 significance level. There were three
canonical functions between the resilience variables and the risk behavior variables and they
all had correlation at the .01 significance level.

Keywords: Resilience, risk behavior, canonical correlation
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