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Abstract

The research aimed to 1) to study the multi-level causal relationship of factors
influencing the effectiveness of the small primary schools by investigating documents,
concepts, theories, and researches, analyzing and synthesizing on the factors influencing
the effectiveness of the small primary schools ; 2) to create and to develop a hypothetical
model of the multi-level causal relationships of the factors influencing the effectiveness of
the small primary schools, check the developed model, examine the research instruments
by experts 3) to examine the accordance of the multi-level causal relationship model of the
factors influencing the effectiveness of the small primary schools and the empirical data
by collecting data from 1,300 samples: and by focus group discussion of 21 experts
to brainstorm their ideas. The confirmatory factor and the multi-level causal analysis was
conducted by using the M Plus program.

The research findings were as follows:

1. The results of the study of the multilevel causal relationship showed in three
levels. 1) In the student level, the factors indirectly influenced the effectiveness of the small
primary schools were the positive attitudes of the students and the knowledge and the skills
required by the curriculum while the factor directly influenced the effectiveness of the small
primary schools was the learning achievement. 2) In the individual level, the factors indirectly
influenced the effectiveness of small primary schools were the organizational leadership and
the competency of the teachers and educational staff while the factors directly influenced the
effectiveness of the small primary schools were the teamwork and the reward system. 3) In
the school level, the factors indirectly influenced the effectiveness of small primary schools
were the schools becoming the learning organizations and the management conducted by
the school-based management while the factors directly influenced the effectiveness of the
small primary schools were decentralization and the excellence of the educational institutions.



rd a a 1 o 4 -
ardTfinenAtge’  unAneNduNEITAY 270 U 14 afufl 2 wweu - Gquioy W, 2563

2. The results of the construction and development of the hypothetical multi-level
causal model in the student, individual, and school levels indicated that the model had the
construct validity and was able to show the causal relationships.

3. The results of the examination of the accordance of the multi-level causal
relationship model and the empirical data indicated that the model had the construct validity
or fit the empirical data well. The model also could show the causal relationships among
the student, the individual, and the school levels based on the values of X*=449.501,
df=362, p=0.059, CFI=0.995, TLI=0.991, RMSEA=0.036, SRMRw=0.003, SRMRc=0.037,
SRMRsc=0.048 uag X°/df=1.242.

Keywords: Effectiveness, small primary schools, multilevel causal relationship model
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