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Abstract

This research intently investigated the general education studies following the Thai
Qualifications Framework for Higher Education (TQF) including: 1) the key components of
general education module based on the general education-related document ; and 2) the
general education module design and instructional management based on survey on
the related document. On this matter, the researcher selected 10 target universities by
a purposive sampling method and the study was conducted as a descriptive research with
content analysis. There were 8 key informants including 4 executives in charge of general
education module development and management and another 4 curriculum coordinators
assigned to compete the survey on the general education module design and instructional
management. The research instruments were the data recording form with the summary
of the key components from different general education modules and the survey form on
general education modules that had been developed by the researcher according to the
related research works and validated for the accuracy and validity by the 3 associate
specialists.

The research outcomes indicated that 9 out of those 10 universities or 90% have
similarly designed their general education modules based on the Thailand Qualification
Framework (TQF) in which the modules are described in a TQF2 form (Curriculum
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Specification). Specifically, this study thoroughly considered several key components of general
education module including: 1) Philosophy: most of the universities basically set their goal
on enhancing the learner’s performance in life skill, personal knowledge and ability, as well
as morality and ethics ; 2) General Education Objective: most of the universities define their
objectives that are mostly consistent to the course requirements in order to enhance, build
up, and develop the graduate with required qualifications ; 3) Module Structure: most of
the universities similarly classify the courses based on the lesson contents and possibility for
cross-disciplinary integration ; the Sufficiency Economy course is required ; 4) Total credit:
the total credit of general education module should certainly be in a range of 30-31 credits
. B) General Education Course: From those 10 universities, the most commonly offered
course is the Sufficiency Economy-related course (offered in 8 universities) followed by the
entrepreneurship-related course (offered in 6 universities) ; and 6) Learning outcome: Those
10 universities similarly evaluate their learners in 5 dimensions following the TQF, a variety
of proactive instructional methods is implemented, and the student’s learning outcome is
manly assessed by examination test and individual assignments, and the student’s learning
achievement should be verified following the domains of learning in each specific course.

Keywords: General Education, Thai Qualifications Framework for Higher Education (TQF:
HEd), the standard of undergraduate programs
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